
 

 

 

Summer Newsletter 

2020 
 

A Message from Ms. Hogan 

 

Dear All, 

Well, what a year it has been!! I don’t think that any of us could have predicted 

where we would be today when we first heard the term Coronavirus or Covid-19. 

Will any of us ever see the colour yellow in the same way again???!!! 

But in an ever changing world, we too have changed and adapted, and I am happy 

to say that we did it with much success. Three months ago, the thought of being 

stuck in our homes for three days was bad enough but look how we have managed 

three months. Well done to us all! 

I acknowledge that it has not been an easy road for many in our school community 

and we continue to keep those who are grieving in our thoughts. 

I would also like to acknowledge the fantastic six months that we had in Loreto 

pre-Covid. The successes, the learning and the enjoyment should not be 

overshadowed. We welcomed many fabulous new girls including Junior Infants to 

our Loreto family in September. It is now hard to remember the school without 

you. 

Our amazing 6th class girls became prefects and I felt like a proud mother having 

taught them myself. I couldn’t have asked for a better prefect group for my first 

year as Principal. Thank you girls, we couldn’t have done it without you. 

Ms Walsh and Ms Neenan worked together to prepare 2nd and 6th for their 

sacramental preparation and although we must wait a little longer for Communion 



 

 

and Confirmation, I know that the hard work is done and we look forward to 

celebrating these special days in the Autumn. 

We were fortunate to have two wonderful shows in December. A highlight of the 

school calendar for me. The infants enthralled us with their retelling of the 

nativity and 1st to 6th class gave us ‘Tony’ award winning performances filled with 

singing, dancing and drama. What joy you gave us girls, thank you. 

As you will see from the newsletter below, Term 2 in Loreto kicked off to great 

start with Mary Ward week and a fantastic Drumming workshop. The frustrated 

rockstar was unleased in some of the staff!! 

Although our summer term was not as it would usually have been, students, 

parents and staff alike threw themselves behind our attempts to bring the normal 

school events into the home. Mrs Vavasseur ran a fantastic virtual sports day and 

Ms Burke brought Limerick to Dublin in a virtual school tour. Our 6th Class girls 

celebrated their time in the Junior School with a Virtual Graduation last 

Wednesday evening and a big ‘Thank you’ must go to all involved for their efforts. 

As something of a veteran of Graduation Ceremonies, I am proud to report that it 

lost none of its reverence and poignancy and we really did all feel that we were 

together in the same room. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish the Class of 2020 every success in 

secondary school. As said at your Graduation Ceremony, the next stage in your 

exciting life journey awaits you. 

And finally, once again, I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to all our 

parents. ‘Thank you’ for partnering with us in the education of your girls. We hope 

to be able take over fully again in September!!! 

Bainigí taitneamh as an samhradh! 

Tracy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Junior Infants 
 

‘The child is both a hope and a promise for mankind.’ – Maria Montessori. 
 

When we arrived back to school last January, the Junior Infant classroom was a hive of 

activity and enthusiasm. The term may have been cut short, but the girls filled every 

day with energy, chat and questions! 
 

On Friday 24th January, to celebrate Mary Ward’s birthday, the class took part in a 

drumming workshop.’ Cha Cha boom, Cha Cha boom’ was the beat and the girls became 

drummers for the morning! 
 

St. Valentine’s Day saw a visit from the Royal College of Surgeons to talk about the 

need to eat nutritious food and the importance of exercise to keep our heart healthy. 

The right day to talk about our hearts! 

 

 
 

This year, 5th class very kindly became ‘Book Buddies’ with Junior Infants. They would 

read the storybooks in the Junior Infant classroom or we would visit their classroom 

and, once, we even ventured up to the Senior School library! Oh! The stories the Book 

Buddies would read! 

 

 
Homeschooling is a challenge for all, and the girls do miss their friends, but they rose 

to Ms. Carton’s challenge – to make their name in nature! The following show Kate, 

Annie, Lamya and Millie’s names! 
 



 

 

 

 
 

‘The land is where our roots are. The children must be taught to feel and live in 

harmony with the Earth.’ – Maria Montessori. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Senior Infants 
 

In February, we were lucky to have a visit from the Student Doctors in RCSI. They 

explained a few of the common procedures they do with patients, showed the girls how 

to takes their pulse and allowed them to use their stethoscope. The girls then had a 

chance to ask any questions they might have about what it is like to be a Doctor.  They 

also got to bring their Teddy Bears to school which was a real treat. 
 

The next event on the calendar for Senior Infants was the Drumming Workshop which 

took place in Teresa Ball House. Each girl was given a drum, and as Eamonn played they 

listened to the beat of the main drum and played the beat back. All the girls enjoyed it 

and we look forward to the next time we can have a music workshop. 
 

To celebrate World Book Day we were delighted to welcome a lady by the name of 

Helena Byrne. Helena is an interactive storyteller and she told two wonderful stories 

which we all got involved in. It was great fun with lots of movement and sounds as we 

became part of the story. 
 

In March we celebrated Engineers Week at school. Ms. Kelly visited our class and we all 

made Helicopters from paper.  We then got to test them out to see how far we could 

get them to fly. 
 

Just as the girls were having so much fun, unfortunately we had to leave our classroom 

behind for a little while. However, the girls have been very busy since and although we 

are not in our ‘real classroom’ there have been some wonderful projects, magnificent 

crafts and beautiful artwork created. The girls work very hard during their Zoom 

Classes and on May 21st we celebrated Outdoor Classroom Day from home with a 

treasure hunt. 

We are looking forward to the time when we can all safely be together again. Until that 

time you can see some of the wonderful things we have been up to here! 
 

 
Morgan’s Fabulous Art-Work 

 
Matilda’s London Project 

 



 

 

1st Class 
 

First class have been so busy over the past few weeks. Having adjusted to 

Covid time, the girls embraced the change and worked incredibly hard with the 

support, help and understanding of their super-star parents. Alongside our 

Zoom Classes, the girls completed a selection of different projects to keep 

them busy. It was lovely to see the different interpretations. 

The girls interviewed their grandparents about school in the olden days. They were 

surprised to learn sandwiches had not changed much but not one of their grand-parents 

ever had sushi for lunch! 

We explored the continent of Australia, its people, its animals and even its food. The 

next fun project was the world of Bees. Olive’s dad had a friend who shared up-close 

footage of the queen bee busy in the hive, we met the worker bees, the drones and 

explored the jobs of each group in the hive. Adelyn shared her experience of 

beekeeping as she has her own hive in France. 

The Virtual Easter Parade was great fun, plenty of variety but everyone missed the 

tradition of the Easter Bonnet Parade around St. Stephen’s Green. 

We researched how to eat a ‘rainbow’ of healthy fruit and vegetables thanks to Esme’s 

mum, Aveen Bannon who hosted a webinar on the subject. Aveen set the girls a 

challenge to eat four colours of fruit and vegetables each day for a week, some found 

it easier than others. To compliment the fruit project First Class made their own fruit 

salads and created some collages in the style of Italian artist Giuseppe Arcimboldo. 

The girls entered a boat making competition with some fantastic creations, and 

explored Egypt making a selection of magnificent dioramas. A week in the Rain Forest 

introduced a huge selection of the animals that live there, the movement of the sloths 

caused some giggles! 

Sports day with Mrs Vavaseur and quizzes with Ms Kelly added to the fun, sculpting 

with Rice Krispies and Monet masterpieces were some of the ways the girls got through 

this pandemic. I was always greeted on Zoom by a selection of beautiful smiles from 

the girls ready to share their adventures and actively participate in the classes. 

It was a different time and definitely not as good as being at school, we all agreed on 

this. Some of the advantages were that nearly everyone in 1st class can now cycle a 

bike, nobody was ever late as there was no traffic stress and the girls really enjoyed 

the extra family time spent at home. 

We all hope to be back in school in September so we plan to keep washing our hands and 

doing what we need to do to help make it happen. Have a great summer! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

2nd Class 
 

Second class may have had a very busy first school term in school but they certainly 

packed a lot into their second term too  

 

Mary Ward Week, celebrated in January, is always very special for our school. The 

girls attended a drumming workshop as part of the birthday celebrations and it was 

clear that it was a hit with both teachers and children alike. 

 

In February, to celebrate Chinese New Year, the whole class collaborated on a project 

about China. The girls researched famous people, sumo wrestling, pandas, food and The 

Great Wall of China to name but a few topics. We also had a visit from Wendi’s minder, 

Wei Wu who taught us about the Spring Festival. We learned a beautiful Chinese song, 

made some Spring Festival decorations and ate some Chinese food. An amazing way to 

end our Chinese themed studies! 

 

On a very rainy St. Valentine’s Day, 2nd class and 5th Class attended mass in 

Whitefriar Street Church. It was a very special mass and we were all delighted to see 

the Shrine to St Valentine. 

 

In Early March, after much preparation the girls had a lovely First Penance Ceremony in 

University Church. It was a surprise to us all that the roads were blocked for a very 

special Royal visit but after negotiations by Ms. Hogan, the kind Gardaí let us get to 

the church on time. Everyone looked visibly lighter leaving the church after the 

ceremony!!!! However, as if that wasn’t excitement enough, our night was topped off by 

being in prime position to grab a fleeting glimpse of Prince William and Duchess Kate, as 

they left a function in the Museum of Modern Literature right next door to the church. 

What an unexpected treat! 

 

Before the school closure, 4th class had started tojoin us every Friday morning for a 

few weeks to help us learn a new method for remembering Irish vocabulary. Our 

‘Gaeilge’ buddies not only helped us to learn a new skill but they made it fun along the 

way. 

 

Although we all had a very different summer term this year and we all missed being in 

the classroom, I am very proud of the efforts that 2nd class put into their work. 

Distance learning isn’t easy for anyone but you were fantastic. Well done girls! 

 

  



 

 

3rd Class 
 

It feels rather strange writing a Newsletter for a term that ended so abruptly. After 

Easter holidays in school has always been my favourite time and I am very sad to have 

missed out on it. I am very grateful that I was blessed with having this class for the 

last 2 school years. It has made the transition to home-schooling  all the easier, I 

couldn’t think of any group of girls that I’d have enjoyed coming to my house everyday 

through Zoom  for home-schooling!!   So I’d like to thank the girls and you as parents. I 

will really miss this class. 

Before Covid-19 took over our lives, we started back after Christmas holidays as 

normal, with a lovely Drumming workshop to ease us back into the swing of things after 

a lovely break. As they always do, the girls took to this immediately and had great fun. 

Just before Mid -Term break, we had the pleasure of visiting the Olympia Theatre to 

see ‘Billionaire Boy.’ This was such a special trip for us and one that I’ll now fondly 

remember as my last outing with the current 3rd class. It was a great production and 

the whole experience was sealed with excitement when we got to meet some of the 

cast, especially the main character ‘Billionaire Boy’. The girls were the quietest I’ve 

ever seen them!! 

We had a great visit from Helen, a professional story-teller, she had both children and 

adults equally enthralled with her fabulous talent. The girls were engrossed and it was 

lovely to see them take a break from the routine of the class and to become truly 

involved in the story. 

Just before we finished up in March, we took part in Engineers Week. This was great 

fun. Ms Kelly made water spinners with the girls, and on the Friday, we had an 

afternoon of Lego challenges. There are definitely some up and coming Engineers in the 

making in 3rd Class!! 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for you unwavering support and 

kindness. I hope that you enjoy the summer and we will see a return to some sort of 

normality in September. 

 



 

 

4th Class 
 

Constructions 

On the weeks leading up to Engineers Week 2020, Miss Timmins’ 4th class girls were 

very busy creating their group constructions for the annual Engineers Week 

competition. The girls worked so well together in their small groups and the final 

products this year were particularly incredible. We had castles, a Japanese house, red-

bricked buildings and many more. Congratulations to Ruth Graham, Lily-Marie Clarke 

Hanrahan, Holly Magee and Andrea O’ Brien for their “Castle in the Clouds” which 

secured 1st place this year. 

 

 Engineering Friday in 4th class 

On the final day of Engineers Week, the girls from 4th class held an engineering 

afternoon. They worked together in small groups to complete a “Marshmallow” and 

“Rollercoaster” Challenge. They had to create a unique and stable construction using 

marshmallows and toothpicks. They then had to build a complex ‘rollercoaster’ using 

foam piping, tape and a marble as the rollercoaster carriage. They were encouraged to 

incorporate ramps, loops and twists into their structures. Great fun was had by all 

involved. 

 
 

 

 



 

 

Marsh’s Library 

On the 12th of March, 4th class attended Marsh’s Library to engage in a variety of 

engineering challenges in small groups. They had to race against the clock to complete 

each challenge before the timer went for them to move on. The girls learned a lot and 

enjoyed the series of tasks. 

 
Distance Learning in 4th class 

The girls from 4th class engaged so well in the Zoom sessions over the past number of 

weeks and they finished off the year in style with an enjoyable fortnight of activities. 

They engaged in their Virtual Sports Day, art classes, Computers, Drama, reading and 

illustrating J.K. Rowling’s “Ickabog” story, making “2020 Memory and Achievements” 

Jars, a Virtual Talent Show and creating constructions. 

Many of the girls went on to complete their own additional activities and artwork. 

Congratulations to Amy He who went on to win €300 in an Art Competition with her 

“Candyland” drawing! 

             
            Líle Nihill’s Piggy-Bank              Lily-Marie Clarke Hanrahan’s “The Ickabog” 



 

 

                        
      Sive Brosnan’s Vet Construction                      Siena Hussey’s Horse Sanctuary 

                          
Serena Fagan’s Pony Bedroom                  Amy Corbett’s Piggy Lemonade Stand 

                                 
Amy He’s Painting and Art Competition Entry (“Candyland”) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

5th Class 

Well girls, even though our term in school was cut short, we really made the most of 

our time! We had a great start to the new decade with lots of different activities 

throughout the first few months. 

Loreto hosted The Teresian School for some good spirited basketball matches where 

our 5th class teams performed to an incredibly high standard and won the games overall. 

The sporting abilities and enthusiasm of our class is an attribute that I hope will 

continue throughout your time in Loreto College. 

Our public speaking abilities were demonstrated when we hosted 5th Class from CUS 

for our Term 2 debate. Overall we drew, but there was little doubt in our minds who 

the true winners were! The girls were outstanding and really shone when they were on 

stage speaking in front of over one hundred students! 

Our inspirational women projects are hanging from the walls in our currently empty 

classroom. From J.K. Rowling to Frieda Kahlo, the girls were inspired by the women 

from different ages and circumstances. We had some entertaining and theatrical 

presentations of these projects and the girls really put a lot of effort in. 

We continued with our ‘book buddies’ from both Junior and Senior Infants which was a 

highlight every fortnight for the girls as they helped to grow the confidence of their 

reading buddies. I am sure in Sixth Class they will continue to act as role models for 

these girls. 

A drumming workshop, organised to celebrate Mary Ward’s birthday enabled the girls 

to experiment with their musical creativity. It was a fun and energetic morning for the 

girls ensuring that everyone within the St. Stephen’s Green area was truly awake with 

the sounds coming from Teresa Ball House! 

We were very lucky to have Clíodhna’s Mum organise a visit from ESB engineers to give 

us an insight into the career of engineering. The girls were broken up into teams and 

tasked with creating a parachute that could safely deliver very fragile eggs. This was a 

really fun and interactive day that was enjoyed by all! 

We welcomed Amber’s Mum, Caroline in to our class to talk about her career in 

Information Technology. We were all very impressed with what she had to say and she 

showed us how to do some coding! I think she left quite the good impression, especially 

when she showed us the really cool slide in her office! 

We explored the wonderful world of science with creating electricity circuits to turn 

on light bulbs and start motors. We tested gravity and balance by creating a skier that 

had to keep upright while going down a slope and Ms. Kelly gave the girls the 

responsibility to create a water tower. 



 

 

We were at the early stages of becoming entrepreneurs in 5th class. The girls were 

split into groups to create their own companies producing products or services. The 

girls learned new business vocabulary and gained a greater understanding of how a 

business is set up and operates. I am sure we will have one or two girls battling it out on 

Dragon’s Den in years to come! 

To celebrate Pancake Tuesday, we took a little break from our normal class routine and 

had a pancake picnic in the senior school canteen. This was a really enjoyable moment 

for me in particular. The girls in 5th class are great fun. They are so helpful and 

deserve a little treat! We had a lovely time having our chats over some pancakes with 

lots of different toppings. 

I am most thankful that we ended our term in school outside with a whole class game of 

rounder’s on the hockey pitch. Though we did not realise at the time that we would not 

be returning to Loreto during this academic year, we decided to seize the very rare 

moment of sunshine in the beginning of 2020 and we ventured outside to enjoy the 

fresh air. 

I am sure that this year will be remembered for the strange circumstances that we 

have all faced in the last few months, but I want to say thank you to all of the girls in 

5th class for still making it a memorable first year of teaching for me. I thoroughly 

enjoyed it and will always remember my lovely 5th class of 2019 to 2020. It has been a 

pleasure to teach you all and to see you grow and learn every day. One thing to always 

remember is that no matter how old you get, every day is a school day and I hope that 

you continue to always learn new things. I wish you all the best in sixth class. Enjoy this 

extra time with your family and have a wonderful summer break. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

6th Class 

We arrived back after Christmas relaxed and ready to complete out last few months in 

the Junior School. We had so much to look forward to!  Service of Light and 

Confirmation Preparation took centre stage. 

We travelled to St Benildus Pastoral Centre in Kilmacud to take part in our 

Confirmation Retreat. We engaged in a wide range of activities including ice breaking 

games, team-work, art, meditation and we ended the day with a prayer service in the 

beautiful oratory. The highlight of the retreat for us was the tea, biscuits and chats 

with our friends. That night saw our Service of Light. This was a beautiful ceremony 

and the girls performed all their tasks with great reverence, sang beautifully and we 

were all so proud of them. 

Hope’s mum, Brigid visited us to teach us how to make candles. She arrived laden down 

with jars, bows, decorations and we were even able to choose our own scents.  We would 

like to thank her for sharing her creative talents with us throughout the year.  We 

worked hard on projects, took part in Engineers and Book Week, hosted a Basketball 

tournament and enjoyed a Drumming Workshop. School life was very busy indeed! 

In February, we welcomed psychologists from Motus Learning to educate us about our 

Mental Health and well-being. They taught us how to deal with difficult life situations 

and talk about our emotions. We learned about the seven steps to Emotional 

Intelligence, these help us manage thoughts, develop friendships, enhance social skills 

and deal with disappointments. This took place over three days, incorporating games, 

role play, discussions and creative art work. 

Little did we know, we would need these skills sooner than we thought.....On Thursday 

March 12th, we visited the church for our final Confirmation practice. We brought with 

us our art work and all we needed for the ceremony the following day. Upon or return 

to school, we heard the dreaded news. Our Confirmation would not take place and 

schools would be closing due to COVID-19. 

Nobody envisaged that the girls days in the Junior School would be cut short so 

abruptly...however I can safely say that (after the initial drama) the girls have really 

risen to the occasion. They have shown their resilience and good humour throughout the 

Distance Learning period. They have missed so many great events that take place 

during the final term, yet each morning they greet each other through a computer 

screen with big smiles and lots of chat. This shows what a special bunch they are, 

always looking out for one another. The Class of 2020 have made wonderful prefects 

and role models for the younger girls. I have no doubt they will achieve great things 

and I am delighted that we will meet again to hang up our art work, dust down our 

booklets and finally receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. It will be all the more 

special! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Loreto Sports 

 

5th and 6th Class Basketball Tournament 

 

On the 29th January, a selection of 5th and 6th class girls took part in a basketball 

tournament in Castle Park School. It was the girls’ first time entering the competition 

and one of our teams succeeded in reaching the semi-final. Miss Timmins and Mrs 

Vavasseur were so proud of how well the girls performed on the day. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

3rd and 4th class Hockey Blitz 

 

On the 2nd March, two teams from the Junior School entered a 3rd and 4th class hockey 

blitz hosted by St. Andrew’s College. The standard was very high indeed. Despite not 

reaching the latter stages of the tournament, the girls really tried their very best in 

each round and were so encouraging towards each-other and courteous towards their 

opponents. 

 

 
 

 

Engineers Week 

 

Engineers Week takes place each year to promote engineering and the importance of 

the profession to children in Ireland. Here in Loreto Junior School we always strive to 

showcase engineering as a rewarding and creative career choice whilst tackling the 

gender divide within the industry. 

Each and every one of the girls takes part in this week.  As seen throughout this 

newsletter, the classes welcomed guest speakers, attended talks and took part in 

interactive class activities with Ms Kelly. 

Below is an outline of these class activities: 

Junior Infants created a variety of string telephones and had great fun talking to each 

other. 

Senior Infants made and decorated paper helicopters exploring how varying the size 

and shape of rotor blades and the weight of the paper helicopter can affect the way a 

helicopter spins. 



 

 

1st Class created a tall tower with marshmallows and cocktail sticks and examined ways 

to prevent it from falling down. 

2nd Class learned about absorption using sugar cubes, coloured water and different 

materials. They examined what stopped the flow of water and investigated which 

materials are good absorbers and which are not. 

3rd Class followed written instructions to design and make a spin dryer with cups and 

string that was then tested outdoors.  The girls performed their experiments in groups 

and had great fun. The dryer spun, everyone got wet and the activity was deemed a 

success! 

4th Class took part in many engineering activities. The took part in construction,  the 

marshmallow and rollercoaster challenge and visited Marsh’s Library to complete a 

variety of engineering challenges. 

5th Class built a water tower with Ms Kelly and also had a visit from two ESB 

Environmental engineers whose job it is to investigate food delivery to war-torn 

countries. Keelin and Eve chatted to the girls about their decision to enter the 

profession 

6th Class used the STEM in a box kit to make catapults. They investigated the effect 

of forces on objects that don’t move. They were given plastic cups, sticks and ping-pong 

balls and had great fun playing games with their various catapults. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


