
 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Newsletter 2019 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
As we approach the end of the first term, I wanted to extend my heartfelt thanks to you all 
for your unfailing support and kindness to myself and the staff of the Junior School. We 
could not do what we do without it! 
 
As you know from our updates it has been a very busy term for all, full of learning, activity 
and most of all, fun! The following reports from each class group are only a snapshot of what 
has happened this term.  As you can see the girls have applied themselves wonderfully and 
have worked so very hard.  I hope that they enjoy a well-earned rest with their families this 
Christmas. 
 
I am blessed to have been supported by an incredibly dedicated staff in Loreto College 
Junior School and on their behalf, may I wish you and your families a peaceful and happy 
Christmas and I look forward to seeing what joys 2020 may bring. 
Beannachtaí na Nollag oraibh go leír. 
 
Tracy Hogan 
 
 

 

Slow Me Down Lord 
 
Help me to know the restoring power of sleep 
Teach me the art of taking one minute at a time. 
Slow me down to look at a flower, 
to chat with a friend  
and to read a few lines from a book. 
 
Remind me each day that there is more to life  
than increasing its speed. 
Let me look into the braches of the towering trees 
and know that they grew great and strong 
because they grew slowly and well. 
 
Slow me down, Lord. 
Inspire me to send my roots 
deep into the soil of life’s enduring values  
that I may grow towards the stars 
of my real and greater destiny. 
Slow me down, Lord. 
Slow me down. 
 

Taken from the Loreto Prayer Book. 



 

 

 

Christmas Giving 
By Iris W. Bray 

 
Christmas is for giving 

And for showing that we care, 
For honouring the Christ Child 
With the loving gifts we share. 
The wise men gave of riches; 
The shepherds, faith and love. 
Each gift, in its own measure, 
Was smiled on from above. 
Let every gift be treasured; 

Not always size or price 
Determines the extent of love 

And willing sacrifice. 
Handsome gifts with festive trim 

Bring smiles of sweet content, 
But modest gifts of humble means 

are often heaven sent. 
Whether it be large or small, 
Each gift will share in part 

The message of true Christmas joy 
If given from the heart! 

 



 

 

JUNIOR INFANTS 
This has been a busy first term for the girls in Junior Infants. The main objective, this term, was to 
ensure that each girl felt happy and secure in her new school environment. Everyone has settled in 
well, worked very hard and, most importantly, made new friends. 

The minders (6th class girls) have been with the girls during break and lunch time and helped them 
understand the importance of respecting others and how to play together amicably. 

The 5th class reading buddies have entertained them with books from the library, reading the stories, 
discussing the plots and referencing the pictures. 

The lead up to Hallowe’en was an exciting time with art activities and books about friendly ghosts. 
Dressing up was fun – uniformed girls were replaced by witches, skeletons, princesses, pirates, 
vampires, pumpkins and even a pilot from Star Wars.   

Planting bulbs in the garden meant pristine little girls had an excuse to get their hands dirty! 
Everyone has a tulip buried in the ground (hopefully the right way up!). This is an important lesson in 
patience (Everyone is still waiting for them to grow!). In the meantime, the Amaryllis bulb, in the 
large pot in the classroom, is showing signs of life! An important part of coming in in the morning is to 
check the progress. 

On the 28th November, Ms. Kelly, the computer teacher, accompanied us on a visit to the Natural 
History Museum. Geraldine, the guide, gave a very informative, and age appropriate, tour. The bears, 
elephants, giraffes and monkeys are viewed in a new light since the trip! 

The Nativity play (performed with Senior Infants) was a highly entertaining event. The most 
important feature of the play was that the girls had fun! This was evident by the excitement and 
laughter in the classroom before they made their debut on stage. 

Fun times! Roll on next term! 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bulb planting         Dead Zoo 
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SENIOR INFANTS 
This term we were very lucky to have a student teacher from Boston in America working with us. Ms. 
Cardarelli is such an enthusiastic teacher and brought many interesting ideas to Senior Infants which 
we will continue to use in the future. We send our best wishes to Ms. Cardarelli in her future 
teaching career and hope she comes back to visit soon! 

In November, we had a wonderful trip to The Ark. We saw 'Hatch' which was a story about 
butterflies.  We really enjoyed the play, particularly the end part when we had to pretend to be 
butterflies! All Ms. Lyons’ dancing classes were put to good use here! 

This term we have also been working on promoting Independence. We are now trying our very best to 
come down the corridor by ourselves in the morning. We have also worked on our growth mind-set and 
we learned about the power of 'yet'. This the power of waiting and having patience. 

For Engineering Week Ms. Kelly came to our class to help us make telephones using plastic cups and 
string. We really enjoyed the experience and using the telephones to talk to each other.  

In Art we became ‘architects’ when we designed houses using materials that we found in the 
classroom.  

In Maths class we have been working on our 3D Shapes and have enjoyed designing our own patterns. 

For last few weeks Senior Infants have been extremely busy practising for our Nativity Play. This 
took place last Friday 13th of December. The girls’ hard work really paid off as they were super and I 
was very proud of them! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Engineering Week 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

1st Class 
What…. it’s Christmas already!? 

First Class has been a hive of activity this term and the girls have enjoyed all 
the challenges that the new school year has brought. After adjusting to the 
longer day and the early bedtimes (most of the time), the energy levels got 
back to normal and the hard work and creativity took off. We were delighted to 
welcome Darcie, Elise and most recently Caitlin to the group. 

Pablo Picasso took over in October and we found out all about abstract art and 
cubism.  Some very creative portraits were produced by the First Class artists. 
Piet Mondrian was a big hit in November and we still managed to make a great 
masterpiece even with a restricted palette. 

A trip to Imaginosity on the Luas for Maths Week with the help of Jack and his 
beanstalk was lots of fun. The class explored the Maths curriculum strands 
including: sorting, grouping, estimation, recording, counting and predicting all 
through maths challenges that proved most entertaining. 

Science Week was filled with questions. We explored explosions, gravity, static 
electricity and the effects of certain liquids on eggs. Ms. Kelly showed us how 
to make circuits and we investigated how some body parts work. Blood, cuts and 
sutures proved a little too much for some of us and we know that a few of the 
girls have not got their hearts set on becoming surgeons!! 

In December we could finally mention the word ‘Christmas!’ We practised hard 
for our Christmas concert and that hard work paid off. We were a little 
nervous on the night, but those nerves soon turned to excitement!  

The wait for Santa will not be much longer and I have full confidence that all 
the girls will be on the ‘Nice List’.  We are looking forward to a little rest over 
the Christmas holidays before seeing what new and exciting things next year 
holds in store! 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

2nd Class  
Second class has certainly packed a lot into their first school term. I am delighted that the girls are 
taking more responsibility for their classroom with their duty rota. They are also learning to be more 
responsible for themselves, using their daily checklists and making sure they get all their homework 
in and out without losing anything. Not an easy task! Joint handwriting was a big challenge and some 
of the girls have beautiful penmanship already. Rest assured they’ll all be ready for their pen licence 
by the time they get to 3rd. 

We have really enjoyed being tasked with the Irish corridor display.  2nd class decide on a theme, 
draw the pictures and then put up the words ‘as Gaeilge’. They have risen to the challenge and are 
always enthusiastic about what display to do next.  

Their memory butterflies, for November, were a beautiful reminder of those in our school and home 
communities that are both sick or are no longer with us. 

Along with all the school work we have had lots of activities happening in the class too: 

 Preparations are well under way for the girls’ First Holy Communion. The Enrolment Ceremony, 
with 6th class, was a lovely start to the proceedings. 

 Ms. Kelly and I took the children on the Luas to the Mill Theatre to see a science show. It was 
a great success. Nothing like humour, fire and explosions to keep a group of girls enthralled! 

 Space week was great fun and the girls let their imaginations run riot to make their own 
creations. They came up with the most amazing space houses, jet packs and rockets. We also 
got a taste of astronaut food – ice cream and strawberries. It was a real treat!  

 The girls also undertook their first big projects on their own. They had to choose a topic of 
their choice and we had a huge variety in the end…Castles, sports people, animals, countries 
and history. Well done girls!  

 We’ve had maths trails and bug hunts out in the yard.  
 Ms. Kelly helped 2nd Class to make boats out of various materials. There was great competition 

to see who could get their boat to float first.  
 We’ve had great feedback from parents following our ‘Champs’ training sessions! We are 

continuing to implement the tips in our classroom and are hoping that the positive language 
and behaviours learned can be seen at home. Thank you for your continued support with it! 

 We’ve got into real spirit of Christmas by having a Jesse Tree in our class and practising our 
chime bars for the carol service, topped off with a day out at the cinema and the sparkles on 
the Christmas jumpers. 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



 

 

Rang a trí 
It has been such a busy and productive term in Third class. We have had so 
much fun, learned lots and settled nicely in the routine of Third class. 

After mid-term we hit the ground running with a trip to the Zoo. It was a cold, 
miserable Thursday in November but we still managed to have fun. We took 
part in a workshop to learn lots of cool facts about giraffes and we found out 
about the Giraffe Challenge Project. A challenge that would keep us occupied 
for the next few weeks, building a sustainable giraffe home. The girls were 
absolutely brilliant, and watch this space for the next generation of engineers, 
architects and of course project managers. We are now waiting with eager 
anticipation for the results of the competition. Fingers crossed! 

Then along came Science Week, while we continued to construct our Giraffe 
Habitats, Ms Kelly came into our class and helped us to make crystals. We loved 
this!  

We are so looking forward to Christmas, and our festive Carol service, we have 
successfully learned our Christmas song on recorder, it wasn’t easy at the 
beginning but we learned the hard way, that practise makes perfect! 

I hope you and your families have a fabulous Christmas, the girls love this time 
of year, as they get to spend lots of time with you and their families and that’s 
what I hear all about in January. You are their favourite thing, so enjoy! 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Ms Burke 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

4th Class 
4th class have had a busy two months since their return from mid-term break! They 
attended a Skullduggery workshop in the National History Museum on the 6th of November 
in which the children looked at different types of skulls to decipher whether that animal was 
a predator or prey. They also looked at the teeth to determine whether the animal was a 
carnivore/omnivore/herbivore.  
 
On the 15th of November 4th class received a very informative talk on sustainability and the 
girls were encouraged to make gradual changes in their lives which would collectively make a 
big difference to the environment.  
 
On 27th of November, Amy from our 4th class, took part in the AIJS Verse speaking 
competition and received a distinction. We are very proud of how well she read her poem 
“The Most Wonderful Person I Know” 
 
One of the most exciting events of the year so far was taking part in the Musical 
Entertainment on the 9th December. 4th class performed “Goldilocks in Blunderland.” There 
was much laughter to be heard and fun to be had had by each participant and audience 
member involved.  
 
We attended the dress rehearsal for the Infant Nativity on the 13th December and 
thoroughly enjoyed the performance.  
 
We are all very much looking forward to Christmas in 4th Class this year. We have completed 
some lovely Christmas art and the girls are very excited about our trip out to the cinema on 
Tuesday. We are also hosting a Reindeer Games on Wednesday. We are in charge of the 
Carol Service this year and we have been practising the songs and the performance for The 
Nativity over the past few weeks. We look forward to ringing in Christmas in style! 

 



 

 

Skullduggery   

 

 



 

 

5th Class 
We have had a wonderful time in 5th class since arriving back from the mid-term break. It 
was lovely to meet some of the parents during the parent-teacher meetings. The class 
practised very hard for the school play and it was amazing to see them perform on stage. We 
have worked very hard and have had some great fun too. 

For Science Week, we were very lucky to be invited to Marsh’s Library to partake in a lesson 
on the planets in our solar system. We were then split into groups to test our knowledge. We 
are all experts on the topic now! 

While working on our literacy programme the girls were each required to choose a book to 
read and to complete a book report encouraging others to read the same book. We also 
finished our amazing class novel “Wonder” and then we watched the movie. It was a 
wonderful book and the girls were really invested in the empathetic nature of the story. We 
also had a very healthy procedural writing class where we created a smoothie recipe and then 
made and drank our yummy creations!  

5th class had the very important job of coordinating the food collection appeal for Sr. 
Bernadette. Our collection boxes were designed as mosaics because we had learned about 
them in our art history lesson. They looked amazing and added another pop of colour to the 
school.  We furthered our art history knowledge with projects completed on famous artists.  

We are partaking in a story writing competition in January, the girls are working in groups 
and will plan and write an entertaining story. Keep an eye out in January for a copy of the 
class stories.  

Wishing you a safe and enjoyable Christmas break. I hope you can spend time with the people 
that you care about and do the things that you enjoy. Savour the delicious meals you will have 
and get lots of rest. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading buddies in Senior School Library 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

6th Class 
We came back refreshed after the mid-term break and really hit the ground 
running!! 

Science Week arrived and we enjoyed maths, science and engineering in a 
practical, hands on and interactive way.  We each performed an experiment and 
some even had to take place outdoors as they were very messy. Ms Kelly visited 
our class and taught us how to test for starch in food. 

In November we remembered our loved ones who are no longer with us with an 
assembly for the school.  

One of the highlights of the term was our visit to Glasnevin Cemetery and The 
Botanic Gardens. We had a super tour guide and we learned so much about 
historical figures we had studied in class. All agreed, however that the best 
part of the day was rolling down the hill in The Botanic Gardens! 

Rehearsals carried on for our show and we were dancing and singing at every 
spare minute.  We began practising our Christmas Carols and sang in St. 
Stephen’s Green Shopping Centre in aid of the Loreto Past Pupil’s Association’s 
Charities.  

We visited the Natural History Museum and learnt about incredible Irish 
animals that are extinct, endangered and saved by conservation. We even got to 
touch real furs, fossils and bones. 

5th and 6th Class from CUS visited us and we had a very enjoyable afternoon of 
debating. 

Hope’s mum came to our class and we made Christmas Centre pieces. She 
arrived in laden with candles, flowers, decorations and everything you could 
possibly need to make our fabulous creations! We had a super afternoon.  

Believe it or not, we did manage to fit in plenty of work, projects and sport also. 

Well, that’s a wrap on term one….we can’t wait until after Christmas for another 
busy term and to continue our preparation for Confirmation. 

“Nollaig Shona agus Athbhliain faoi Mhaise Daoibh. 

Ó Rang a Sé 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Ms Carroll 
 

Ms Carroll’s groups have been working very hard this term – from 
reading books to playing games, learning spellings to typing stories, 
creating mind maps to reciting poetry.  

The girls have even started writing their own books – we will see their 
names in lights as authors in the future! Some of our 4th class girls 
have done PowerPoint presentations and created magnificent artwork 
to support their projects. We have also learned skills in meditation 
and mindfulness, remembering to have gratitude and show kindness. 
Sometimes we listen to a story and have some quiet time with 
relaxing music.  

The girls have been fantastic at working together to create beautiful 
displays for the whole school to enjoy.  

Here is an example of our kindness ideas from our meditation and 
mindfulness workshop.  

 



 

 

 VERSE SPEAKING 
On the 27th November Loreto College Junior School was delighted to host the Association 
of Independent Junior School’s Verse Speaking Competition. We welcomed schools from the 
Dublin and Wicklow area.  

Eight students from 3rd-6th Class took part. The adjudicator, Mr. David Meredith commented 
on the high standard of work and presented the awards to the various winners. 
 

We are happy to report that Loreto received many awards. The results in the 3rd and 4th 
Class competition were as follows: 
 

2nd Place:   Yasmin Gillick 

Highly Commended:  Amy Corbet 

First Class Honours: Cate Beddy 
 

The 5 girls who entered the 5th and 6th Class competition also performed exceptionally well: 
 

1st Place:   Caroline Burke 

2nd Place:   Holly Loughnane /Philippa Lucey 

Highly Commended: Ava White 

First Class Honours: Bláthnaid Nolan 

 

We were so proud that Loreto College Junior School won so many prizes and hope the girls 
continue to grow in confidence in this field in the future!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Debating 
If you hear the sound of animated arguments and passionate pleas 
coming from The 6th Class classroom, it must be a Monday lunchtime. 
 
The Loreto Junior School Debating Club has gone from strength to 
strength in the last number of years and is open to all students from 
5th and 6th Class. 
 
Each week the teams persuade, cross examine and debate topics such 
as the use of social media, the merits of homework, the role of the 
Irish language and the effects of climate change. 
 
The girls gain so much from this wonderful hobby, enriching their 
cognitive and language abilities whilst encouraging confidence. 
 
We recently hosted the boys from CUS for an afternoon and look 
forward to taking part in the Mary Ward and AIJS Debating 
Competitions in the New Year.  
 
The people in high office in Kildare Street better keep an eye out for 
our potential politicians of the future………………………... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

GAA 

Our Loreto Gaelic Football team was hugely 
successful this year, reaching the final in Croke 
Park for a second consecutive year. 
 

Winning two out of our three initial round games, we proceeded to 
the quarter final against Queen of Angels.  

Having beaten them convincingly, we went on to win against Dublin 7 
Educate Together in the semi-final to secure our place in the final on 
the 22nd October. 

We lined out against St. Patrick’s GNS on the 22nd in front of a 
Hogan Stand packed with supporters from 4th, 5th, 6th class and 
many parents, siblings and relations.  

After a very tough and close game we were unfortunate to lose by 
two points. The girls put in a Trojan effort and a stellar performance. 
Everyone was extremely proud of them and they left the pitch with 
their heads held high.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

STEAM  

We started our year with Space Week. Lots of wonderful art creating our 
planets in several classrooms as well as a quiz created by 3rd class and plenty of 
online space videos from the esakids website in IT class. This was followed the 
next week by Maths week where again each class took part in lots of extra 
maths activities including trails, daily puzzles, numbershark in IT and 6th &1st 
travelled outside the school for specific trips (see class reports). After 
midterm we started Science week and super scientists everyone was! Trips 
were organised for Senior Infants, 2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th (see reports). In addition 
to these, class teachers and Ms Kelly carried out hands-on experiments with all 
the girls, messy but fun. A special mention to 3rd Class and Ms Burke for all the 
work done on creating a sustainable giraffe habitat for Dublin Zoo competition-
some design engineers in the making! 

Our Junior Infants started IT after midterm and are becoming proficient with 
the mouse. Senior Infants are learning English & maths online whilst all other 
classes are acquiring word processing skills as well as project work and online 
work. 

We look forward to more STEAM in 2020. 
 

  

 



 

 

MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Christmas 

Art 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


